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The Creative Process: Living Writers
Arts and Sciences 1138.xx, Freshman Seminar

MW, 1:20-2:15, Room 

Instructor:  Lee Martin





Office Hours:  MW, 3-4
e-Mail:  martin.1199@osu.edu
Course Description

How do writers of fiction, creative nonfiction, and poetry create the things they do? This seminar will explore that question by reading work by living writers and then having each of them visit our class to talk about their creative process and to entertain your questions. The seminar will give you the chance to interact with practicing writers and should appeal to anyone interested in creative writing, in considering works of literature from the writer’s perspective, or in coming to a better understanding of creativity in general. Each student in the seminar will do the required reading and be responsible with generating questions for each of our visiting writers.

Texts 
Herman, Michelle. Devotion: a Novel.

Jackson, Marcus. Neighborhood Register: Poems. 
White, Nick. “The Last of His Kind” https://www.guernicamag.com/fiction/the-last-of-his-kind/ 
and “The Exaggerations” (to be made available via Carmen).
Ferreira, Lina. “Catching Moths.” http://www.drunkenboat.com/db19/nonfiction/lina-m-ferreira  


and “Pain Pays the Income of Each Precious Thing” 
http://brevitymag.com/nonfiction/pain-pays-the-income/



Course Policies

Attendance:  Due to our short time together, the only excused absences will be those that result from illness or other unavoidable circumstances. Please let me know if you’re unable to come to class. A single unexcused absence will result in your getting an unsatisfactory grade for the course.

Class Participation:  I expect you to participate in the discussion of the texts and also to be involved in the conversations with the visiting writers.

Written Assignments: I expect you to turn in a list of five questions for each visiting writer. At the end of our time together, I’ll ask you to submit a statement of learning (3-5 double-spaced statements), in which you draw together your thoughts about the creative process and how our visiting writers have affected your thinking about creativity.
Oral Assignments:  I expect you to ask good questions of our visiting writers and to fully participate in our conversations.

Grading

This course will use a Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (S/U) grading system. As long as you do the reading, participate in the discussions of the texts, prepare questions for the visiting writers, participate in those conversations, follow the attendance policy, and submit your final statement of learning, you will receive a satisfactory grade. If you fail to meet any of these requirements, you will receive an unsatisfactory grade.

Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentlife.osu.edu/pdfs/csc_12-31-07.pdf).
Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Biographical Statement

I grew up in Illinois, moving from a farm in the southeastern part of the state to a southern suburb of Chicago when I was in the third grade. My mother was a grade school teacher, and she took a job in Chicagoland. We stayed until I graduated from middle school. Then we moved back downstate and bought a house in a small town of a thousand people. There were only twenty-six students in my high school graduating class. From there, I went to Olney Central Community College and then on to Eastern Illinois University, where I earned my B.A. and M.A. in English. I later went to the University of Arkansas for my MFA in creative writing and then to the University of Nebraska—Lincoln for my Ph.D. in English. I’ve taught for thirty-four years, the last fifteen of them at Ohio State. I’m the author of two short story collections, three memoirs, and five novels, one of which (The Bright Forever) was a finalist for the 2006 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction.

Weekly Schedule

Week 1—Voice and image: how do poems work?
Read:  The Neighborhood Register by Marcus Jackson

Week 2—Marcus Jackson visit

Read: Continue our discussion of The Neighborhood Register

Due:  Questions for Marcus Jackson

Week 3—Characterization and structure: how do short stories work?
Read: “The Last of His Kind” and “The Exaggerations” by Nick White.

Due:   Questions for Nick White

Week 4—Nick White’s visit

Read:   Begin reading Michelle Herman’s Devotion
Week 5—Point of view and language: how do novels work? Michelle Herman’s visit

Read:   Finish reading Michelle Herman’s Devotion

Due:     Questions for Michelle Herman

Week 6—The lyric impulse: how do lyric essays work?

Read:
“Catching Moths” and “Pain Pays the Income of Each Precious Thing” by Lina Ferreira
Week 7—Lina Ferreira’s visit

Due: Questions for Lina Ferreira and Final Statement of Learning
